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Who Are We

We are a group interested in researching, 
preserving and publicising Australian Indian 
History with the aim of reducing racism in the 
community. The Australian Indian Historical 
Society Inc. is a non-profit organisation that 

was formed on the 31st March 2012.

The AIHS was formed by the following 
four Sikh Gurudwaras in Victoria; 

Sikh Community of Western Victoria Inc., Tarneit; 
Sri Guru Singh Sabah - The Sikh Cultural Society 
of  Victoria Inc., Craigieburn; Sri Guru Nanak 
Satsang Sabha, Blackburn; Sri Guru Granth Sahib 

Inc. Keysborough.
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Siva Singh

Siva Singh born ca.1871 Gujrat, Punjab, India. 
He was the son of Gunda Singh and died aged 
84, on the 8th January 1955, at the Lemnos 
Convalescent Home, Benalla. Siva. On the 11th 
January 1955 his remains were cremated at 
Fawkner Cemetery, Victoria, where his ashes 
were scattered.

Siva acted as a Priest for his community and 
the first reading of an Akhand Path (a Sikh 
religious ceremony) in Australia took place on 
his farm at Benalla.  The Akhand Path was read 
for Herman Singh, by his son Isar Singh on the 
16 December 1920, from a gilt edged Morocco 
Bound, Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji (Sikh Holy 
Book), which had been brought to Australia for 
the Ceremony, it is believed to be the first Sri 
Guru Granth Sahib Ji imported into Australia. 
Siva Singh’s property is the site of the first 
“Darbar Shahib” (Guru”s Court).

The Akhand Path for Herman Singh a Hawker, 
was read in the December however he died 
at the Wangaratta Hospital on the 13 January 
1920 and was cremated at Wangaratta on 
the 14 January.   The reading in December 
1920 coincided with the time that the Hawkers 
renewed their Hawker’s Licences. About 30 
Sikhs including Herman’s brother, Gooram 
Singh attended the Ceremony.  They were 
mainly hawkers, businessmen and farmers 
who came from Melbourne, Albury, Wodonga, 
Chiltern and towns on the Yarrawonga Railway 
line. £31/10/9 ($63.00) was collected and sent 
to India. 

Siva Singh with his horse and wagon, Glenrowan, Vic.

Siva arrived in Victoria in 1897 and obtained 
his first hawker’s license in 1898. By 1915 Siva 
owned a total of 422 acres including a farm of 
320 acres in the Shire of Benalla.

Siva was recorded on the electoral roll in 1912. 
However in 1915, after being eligible to vote in 
three Federal Elections the Divisional Returning 
Officer, Mr Darlison, struck Siva Singh’s name 
off the Commonwealth Electoral Roll, because 
he claimed that Siva was not eligible to vote 
as his name had not been registered on the 
roll before 1902, as required by section 4 of 
the Commonwealth Franchise Act 1902. Siva 
appealed the decision in the High Court of 
Australia in August 1915 but lost the appeal in 
September. His name did not appear on the 
Electoral Roll again until 1925. 
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